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Urban Sociology – Texas A&M San Antonio – Fall 2018
Final Paper Instructions

Due Tuesday December 4th before midnight; Worth 100 Points

Please read these instructions all the way through. (Also, it might be a good idea for you to re-write these instructions for yourself, making bullet points of the things you need.)


This paper will serve as your Final Exam. Being able to do good research and apply learned material is a big part of sociology, thus a big part of this class. 

This paper is a basic research paper. Be aware, that your observation/opinion is not the most important part of this paper; the research, extra sources (and what they contribute) and analysis of the topic should be the main part of this paper. DO NOT FOCUS ON YOUR OPINION, BUT INSTEAD FOCUS ON APPLYING CLASS MATERIAL AND YOUR RESEARCH SOURCES TO YOUR TOPIC. Your topic should already be chosen through completing the annotated bibliography...
The Final Paper is a 3-6 page paper (not including the title page, abstract or references page – but you do need a title page, abstract, and references page) detailing or exploring sociological issues you see involving urban sociology.  The best and easiest approach to this paper is to observe something you find interesting about urban sociology we have covered in class and then apply sociological concepts to it.  The point of this paper is to see a concepts/theories at work in the real world.
In other words, I want you to find a topic that interests you that involves urban sociology in some capacity. Ideally, you will be able to point to an example of this you have seen at work personally or in the real world. And then you will discuss your topic, reinforcing the discussion with outside resources.

Hopefully students will have already chosen a topic and gathered resources for the Final Paper through the Annotated Bibliography assignment.

For example: I find it very interesting how much public transportation seems to impact sociological issues in the city; such as how public transportation is used by commuters and/or people going to work, or how public transportation contributes to or helps issues of poverty… I am also interested in how people view public transportation (if they see it as needed or a waste of resources), and how people interact on the bus… So to research this I would look for sources discussing this topic; hopefully detailing how and why public transportation is major social transportation system within many cities. So I would find outside sources that discuss these topics and I can apply to my topic; or put another way, to further expand on this topic I would find relevant sources (discussing the same or a related topic) and use terms from the course materials to explain/explore my topic.  (Make sure you clearly demonstrate an understanding of the class material.). From there I would analyze my topic using relevant terms/concepts/class materials and the sources I found.
When looking for outside scholarly sources, it is best to have a few terms, theories, concepts, etc. in mind that you want to apply to your selected observation/topic and use these terms, theories, etc. as your search terms at the University Library (either online or in-person).
Make sure you clearly demonstrate an understanding of the class material, and keep in mind that this is a research paper, not an opinion paper.
This paper should be fairly easy. Just find something interesting to you that involves urban sociology that can be explored sociologically; which can be almost anything if discussed correctly. I shouldn’t add this, but one does not necessarily have to go out to find something new, you can use an observation you have made in the past as long as it is sociologically relevant and you discuss it appropriately. Try to critically think about how cities impact people and society, or how people impact cities, etc. Also, do not put too much pressure on yourself to find something new or novel, just pick something and write about what you saw from a sociological perspective. 
Questions or topics you might look at include (but are not limited to): how is the city experienced by the individual, how is the city experienced by society and how does the city impact society, how does social inequality impact aspects of the city, how does the trend of living in cities or choice of living in the country side impact people and/or cities, how do statuses impact people within cities, how does power come into play within cities, how do environmental issues impact the city and the people within, how is “going green” impacting city living, what new things about the city are you seeing after reading the class material, how do you see economics impacting the city, how does gender come into play within the city, how does race or religion impact aspects of the city, etc.
One could easily pick a sociological concept and then observe something that applies to it. Just make sure you are not focusing on a question that cannot be answered scientifically. 
These papers will be graded on both content and format; with format being strictly enforced.  
So just discuss a sociological concept you find interesting that applies to urban sociology that you can apply class material to and can research to find additional scholarly sources to apply to it as well.
You must have 6-8 relevant sources included, which will provide background information and/or depth to your observation and analysis.  The sources/articles you choose should all talk roughly about the same subject, or be connected in a meaningful way.  For example, if I choose to do an observation about public transportation, I would need to find relevant articles discussing that topic meaningfully connected to the class material. 

At least three (4) of your sources must be scholarly (which is gone over in the instructions below).  The written paper is to be 4-6 pages, not including the title page, abstract or references page. You do need a references/bibliography page, the formatting for which can be found on Blackboard included in the ASA Template document.  You also need a title page and abstract.  This paper must include both proper in-text citations and a references page in ASA format. Students should use the ASA Template on Blackboard for this assignment. Basically everything on the template should be included in the paper, except for having different sections (this paper is not long enough to require different labeled sections). Note: Running Head = should be deleted from the template (or put another way replaced with your shortened title, and do not leave any writing in red). Students should use the ASA Template on Blackboard.
Basically, you are writing a 3-6 page paper about a topic you have chosen, which will be further informed by outside sources (the research part). So, find a topic you have observed/seen/witnessed to talk about, and inform your discussion with material from the textbook and outside scholarly sources.
Instructions for gathering scholarly sources:
Students should have their scholarly resources gathered after completing the Annotated Bibliography assignment, but just in case I included these instructions:


You will have to use the library’s website or go to the library to find peer-reviewed/scholarly sources. (When accessing a database, i.e. Jstor, Ebsco, ProQuest, etc. there should be a box to check so that you search only for peer-reviewed academic journals. A librarian can help you with this if needed.)  
Scholarly journal articles are peer-reviewed articles.  Scholarly/Peer-reviewed sources do not include Wikipedia, newspapers, most websites and some books. Feel free to email me about a source if you need to. It is in your best interest to get all of you sources correct for this assignment.
Scholarly books do not include things written by people like Oprah, Bill Gates, etc. Scholarly books are usually published by an academic related publisher (like Pearson, McGraw-Hill or Oxford, etc.) and outline their methods for information gathering.  Scholarly books are clear that they are scholarly, because they have a real academic focus and explain where their data came from and why.  Data from some government and other websites may be used, but it has to be from a trustworthy and reliable source, such as Census data.
You may use the class textbook(s) (“Cities and Urban Life” and “The Urban Ethnography Reader”) as sources, but not one of the four outside, scholarly sources required.  
And, remember to use a hanging indent on your references page (if you do not know what a hanging indent is find out!).
The drop box for this assignment is on Blackboard, in the Assignments Dropbox folder under Course Content. The drop box for this assignment will be a “Turnitin” drop box, which checks for plagiarism automatically.
Formatting Instructions:

The hardest part of the observation should be finding the topic that most interests you; that you can research and find sources for.  The paper should be well-written (including grammar, punctuation, spacing and spelling) and in the ASA style; you do need a cover page, abstract and a bibliography/references page.  If you use quotes or someone else’s work make sure you cite it. The heading of the paper should be a title page.  Basically, each student needs to find a topic that relates to urban sociology that interests them, and describe how it relates to sociological concepts.    

Your papers are to be: 

· Saved in compatibility format (Saved As word.doc – when you Save As there should be a Word 1997-2003 Document compatibility option. If you need help email me.)

· Have 1.25” margins

· 12 point, Times New Roman font

· Double-spaced (with no extra spaces added between paragraphs – use the paragraph function to remove extra spaces between paragraphs) 

· Be in the American Sociological Association format (this is in your recommended reading or can be found on the internet – known as ASA style. It is also posted on Blackboard under Course Content in the ASA Writing Template)

· Numbered pages
· Remember that papers are to be turned into timothy.schmidt@tamusa.edu if the Blackboard drop box happens to be down, to be timed stamped for proof it was done on time.
· Avoid “I statements”
Please be advised, that papers not following the format are easy to spot when grading a stack of them, so please follow the format, because papers not in the correct format will not be accepted and/or will be docked points.

You do need a title page, abstract and a references page for this assignment. This paper should be fairly basic: a proper title page and abstract followed by 3-6 pages of writing (no need for different sections; i.e. intro, methods, results, etc.).  As noted before, if you use or refer to someone else’s work it needs to be cited; both in the paper and in the references.  In-text citations include the author and year of publication; and a page number if a quote is used.  In-text citations and references formatting instructions can be found on the ASA Writing Template on Blackboard. Since you are discussing sociological concepts that are not your own you will have to cite the sources within your paper. Remember all sources must be cited and referenced (including websites, magazines, TV shows, movies, etc.).
You also need a thesis statement in your first paragraph (not in the abstract – an abstract and a thesis statement are not the same thing). If you do not know what a thesis statement is go to this website: http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/thesis-statements/
I also want you to copy and paste your thesis statement to the end of your paper (after the references, so I can clearly see it).
This is a research paper and a formal paper; and “I statements” should not be used in formal papers. While there are going to be a few instances where “I statements” are the only or best choice for formatting; students need to avoid “I statements” as much as possible (such as: I think, I saw, I believe, or I anything else). I will take away points for excessive “I statements”.
If you have questions please ask. But also keep in mind that last minute questions may not get answered on time for you to submit your paper, so please ask your questions as early as possible, as I really want to help, but questions asked via email hours before the assignment is due may not get answered or received in time.

Here are two ways of formatting your paper that might be helpful:

Note: papers are most likely not going to follow these formats exactly. You need to write and format your paper as is appropriate for your discussion.  While your paper may follow one of these formats very closely, be aware that how you format is up to you and just needs to be as clear as possible and make sense.  So, break the discussion up into paragraphs as it makes sense for your paper, but if you are having trouble figuring out how to structure your paper, the formats below should help:
Five-point paragraph format:

Your paper will probably have more than five paragraphs, but this is a good way to structure your information if needed.
Introduction (what are you talking about; what is your topic and why is it important; includes thesis statement)

Second paragraph (Introduce first source (giving background info on your topic) and explain/define your topic)

Third paragraph (Introduce one or two scholarly sources and how they contribute to the topic)

Fourth paragraph (Introduce one or two scholarly sources and how they contribute to the topic)

For the Final Paper you will probably have more paragraphs introducing more sources.
Conclusion (tie everything together, explain what it all means (why the whole is more informative than the separate pieces of research), and suggest the next step of research)

Second Formatting Hints:

Note: this format is a lot like the five-point paragraph format, but more clearly shows you do not need just five paragraphs.

Intro (explain what you are about to talk about in the rest of the paper; includes thesis statement)

First paragraph go over your observation or research topic

Second paragraph goes over one source’s coverage of the topic

Third paragraph introduces/talks about next scholarly source (and ties it back to the topic)

Fourth paragraph talks about next scholarly source (and ties it back to the topic)

Fifth paragraph talks about next scholarly source (and ties it back to the topic)

Sixth paragraph ties sources all together (to show what they mean as a whole)

Seventh/last paragraph wraps things up in a conclusion (suggesting future topics to be researched or what the next step of studying your chosen topic is).
